Minutes of Eye Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall

Council Chamber on Wednesday 18th November 2009 at 7.30pm
PRESENT:  
Cllrs Ford (Town Mayor) Bennett (Deputy Town Mayor) Carr, Cooper, Cummins, Evitt, Flatman, McSheehy, C. Michell, Morris, Ross & Williams 
1.
EYE PARISH PLAN

Lydia Smith, Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group was welcomed to the meeting by the Mayor who congratulated everyone involved in the production of the Plan which was recently unveiled.  A PowerPoint presentation was then given which outlined the background to the Plan and included how the questionnaire was devised and funded, distributed and the findings analysed.  An Action Plan has been developed and the Town Council will play a major role in its implementation over the next few years.  Copies can be downloaded from the website www.eyesuffolk.org and there will be reference copies at various locations within the town.  A summary will also be printed in the December/January issue of the Eye Magazine.  County Councillor Guy McGregor was able to inform the meeting that one of the recommendations had been brought about; the new bus timetables show that there are much better links between Eye and the railway station at Diss.   
2.
HARTISMERE HOSPITAL UPDATE

Mark Marshall & Julie Morgan attended the meeting to give an up to date report.  Mr. Marshall said that the Strategic Health Authority had agreed the outline business plans and draft tender documentation had been sent to the SHA in October.  After consultation with the Authority it had been decided to put out to tender Phase 1 of scheme (development of a new Health Centre).  Phases 2 and 3 (the building of a nursing home and the redevelopment of the existing hospital building) will be initiated at a future date.  Councillors felt that not proceeding with the whole scheme at this time was a setback.  There have been expressions of interest from several developers and it is hoped that one will be chosen by the end of March.  Mr. Marshall agreed to attend the February Town Council Meeting to give a further report.
3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllrs Hooton, S, Michell & Sizer 
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr McSheehy declared an interest in Agenda Items 13 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (Item No. 8) and 20 DONATIONS (CAB & Eye Volunteer Centre).  Cllr Williams declared an interest in Agenda Item 13 ACCOUNTS


PAYABLE (Item No. 17).   The Mayor declared an interest in Agenda Item 20 DONATIONS (Eye Saints Football Club).

5.
POLICE REPORT

No Officer was present at the meeting.  Crimes figures for the period from 18th October to 18th November 2009 included 6 incidents of criminal damage, 1 of theft and 1 of non-crime harassment.  The Mid Suffolk North SNT are currently prioritising anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in the Ash Drive/Maple Way area, improving public confidence in the Police within the Mid Suffolk North farming community and drug misuse in the Eye/Gislingham area. 
6.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cllr Flatman reported on the current situation with regard to 15 Broad Street, Eye which is rapidly deteriorating.  Compulsory Purchase procedures are being investigated and he suggested that residents and Town Councillors alike write to Bob Smith, Lead Officer in Private Sector Housing at the District Council, pointing out concerns about the state of the property and supporting his efforts to resolve the situation.  Cllr Flatman also spoke about the ex HSBC building on the corner of Magdalen and Broad Street.  He said that the roof was leaking and repair work would need to be carried out in the near future.  The accompanying scaffolding at this busy junction would cause a certain amount of inconvenience.  The District Councillor said that he would be able to support an application, if it was submitted for demolition of a bungalow in Oak Crescent in order to make way for the building of four houses, provided the remaining bungalows were upgraded.

7.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT


Cllr McGregor spoke about County Council budgets for the coming year.  He said that if the government honours its three year spending review commitments, the pressures on the 2010/11 budget should be able to be met.  The position may be a lot worse for the following year if government reduces its grant support.  He also said that the County Council is keen to work with other agencies to try and resolve issues surrounding ‘high impact’ families.  The County Councillor suggested that there had been extensive public consultation over the Waste Core Strategy for Suffolk; there is an ongoing debate about the amount of waste that will need to be dealt with and the number of treatment facilities that will be required.  Cllr McGregor said he was aware of the opposition to the siting of a waste treatment plant on Eye Airfield but was able to contemplate the potential benefits of road improvements on the A140 if an application was to be submitted.

Cllr McGregor the spoke about the possibility of a Roman settlement in the vicinity of the playing fields at Hartismere High School.  If this is the case then archaeological work will need to be carried out before the all-weather playing surfaces can be installed.

Cllr Carr told the County Councillor that several cars had recently left the bend on the Hoxne Road near The Rettery.  Thankfully there have been no injuries to date however; he urged Cllr McGregor to make sure the road is ‘roughed up’ and warning signs are re-instated before serious injury occurs.

THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 8.35PM FOR A PUBLIC QUESTION

TIME.
Resident Geoffrey Lane said that English Heritage may be able to assist M.S.D.C. with the cost of compulsory purchase proceedings with regard to 15 Broad Street, Eye.
Resident Adrian Smith suggested that consideration be given to moving Public Question Time to later in the Agenda in order that matters raised earlier can be discussed further.
Resident John Harber suggested that the dropping of a kerb in Ash Drive was another reason why a street light would be necessary in the area.  He felt that pedestrians would not know it was there and it could become a hazard.  Cllr Cooper pointed out that several kerbs have already been dropped and this has not become a problem to pedestrians.  
8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

3111/09

9 Victoria Hill, Eye




Erection of single storey rear extension


3176/09

11 Gaye Crescent, Eye




Erection of single storey side extension


2520/09

The Vine Church, Church Street, Eye




Retrospective Conservation Area Consent




For demolition of rear boundary walls




(adjoining Dove Lane & Wellington Road)


3327/09

Land at Eye Airfield, Castleton Way, Eye




Scoping opinion request under part 4 of the




EIA regulations 1999 (proposed wind turbines).


Acceptance of the first three applications (Condition attached to Application No. 2520/09 – approval subject to the wall being reinstated to its previous height) was proposed by Cllr Evitt, seconded by Cllr C. Michell and carried. 

Comments from the Town Council with regard to Scoping Opinion Request (3327/09) were noted.

It was agreed that meetings would be arranged within the next few weeks to consider Scoping Opinion request 3327/09 (wind turbines) and Scoping Opinion request 3294/09 (new chicken processing factory).
9.
PLANNING DECISIONS


2867/09

Fern House, Castle Street, Eye
NO WISH TO





Remove Cherry Tree
      OBJECT
3139/09

Beulah, 33A Wellington Road, Eye
NO WISH TO




T1-Corkscrew Willow Tree to be felled to                     OBJECT     


ground level


T2-Norway Maple to be felled to ground level



T3-Robina tree to be felled to ground level


LB/2546/09
Barn adj. To Abbey Hall, Hoxne Rd, Eye
GRANTED


Variation of conditions 4 & 5 Listed Building




Consent 3480/08 (Conversion & associated




alterations to form new dwelling & part use




for private functions) to allow relevant details




to be submitted at the beginning of each phase of




works in accordance with details received 12/08/09




instead of prior to the overall commencement of 




works/development


10.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – (21.10.09)

Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Bennett and carried.  
11.
MATTERS ARISING


Page 1539 – Item 6 Cllr C. Michell said he was waiting for authority from the County Council for the road closure of Broad Street and Church Street on 4th December.  Cllr Cooper said that Bob Daniels from S.C.C. Highways Department had reported that work was progressing well on 42 Church Street and it was hoped that the scaffolding would be removed before Christmas.


Page 1540 – Item 10  Cllr McSheehy said that Tom Barker, the Community Development Officer at M.S.D.C. had informed her that repairs to the gate at the Oak Crescent Pocket Park could be carried out for approximately £200.


Page 1540 – Item 10  Cllr McSheehy commented on the high standard of repair work which had been carried out on the Mayors Chain.  The Mayor reported that the storage case for the chain has been damaged and no longer shuts. 

Page 1542 – Item 20  Cllr Cooper reported that the Bowls Club had been approached regarding the Borough of Eye road sign and they would be happy to have it on display at the Club.
12.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT


Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr McSheehy and carried.  

13.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE


Acceptance of all accounts was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Morris and carried.  Approval for expenditure of approximately £140 for the purchase of a new Printer was proposed by Cllr McSheehy, seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried.
14.
WIND TURBINES

The Mayor said that the Town Council had been asked to consider how to canvass resident’s views with regard to the current Scoping Opinion requests for wind turbines on Eye Airfield.   There ensued a discussion as to the best ways of involving the public should the applicants submit formal applications.  It was agreed that a further public exhibition be arranged and that it should be advertised as widely as possible. The Diss Express is to be contacted to see if the meeting can be highlighted and if the paper can encourage readers in Eye to submit their views, on the merits or otherwise of wind turbines on the airfield, to the Town Clerk.

Councillors were also informed that another Scoping Opinion Request has been produced in connection with a proposed chicken processing factory on Eye Airfield.  As soon as details are available, extensive consultation will take place. 

15.
ETHIC LTD.

The Mayor reported that changes had been requested to ETHIC. Ltd.  Councillor Cooper no longer wishes to be involved but Cllr Cummins has kindly agreed to take his place.  Acceptance of this change was proposed by Cllr Evitt, seconded by Cllr Ross and carried.  Cllr McSheehy said she had consulted SALC regarding Councillors sitting on both ETHIC and the Town Hall Sub-Committee.  They had indicated that probably there would not be a conflict of interests however, had not given a definite answer.  Cllr Bennett had suggested that an overlap of two Councillors on both sub-committees would encourage good communications whilst the restoration project was on-going.  It was finally agreed that Town Councillors on ETHIC would be considered to be members of the Town Hall Sub-Committee.  This was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried.
16.
TOWN WEBSITE

Cllr Williams reported that the domain name for the website has been purchased.  The site is functioning well and includes lots of photographic images and good business listings.  There is however, quite a lot more work to be carried out including posting information about local groups and organisations and design work.  The website address is www.eyesuffolk.org.  The Mayor on behalf of the Town Council thanked Cllr Williams for the tremendous amount of hard work he has put into the production of the website.    
17.
TOWN HALL


The Mayor said that consideration needed to be given to the possible implications if the Town Hall is closed during renovation works.  Cllr Evitt said that a recent meeting had taken place involving the Architects, English Heritage and ETHIC Ltd. which had been very positive but had confirmed that the Town Hall would need to be closed for 6-7 months due to health & safety implications.  Cllr Ross said that disruption for the hirers of the Town Hall from April onwards was inevitable and that it was imperative that regular users were kept fully informed of developments and given every help to find somewhere else to hold events and meetings in the short term.  It was agreed to refer this matter to the Town Hall Sub-Committee who will draw up an Action Plan to help with this process.


It was agreed to cancel broadband facilities within the Town Hall now that computer classes are no longer held in the Council Chamber.  These could be reinstated at a later date.   This was proposed by Cllr McSheehy, seconded by Cllr Bennett and carried. 
18.
TOURISM LEAFLET

Cllr Williams spoke about proposals by Chris Mawson, proprietor of Eye Bookshop, for an Eye Tourism Leaflet which would encompass a map, advertising and things to do.  This would cost approximately £500 for a print of 5000 leaflets.  Councillors heard that Mr. Mawson would be prepared to produce such a leaflet without charge as long as he was credited.   It was agreed that he should be asked to produce a formal written proposal and design leaflet for consideration by the Town Council at a forthcoming meeting.
19.
HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE

Cllr Cooper reported that the Highways Sub-Committee had met on Monday 16th November to consider the request for additional street lighting in Ash Drive, Eye.  It was agreed that as there were two street lights within 53ft and 60ft feet of the suggested site for a new light, that an additional one would not be necessary.  This was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Ross and carried.    
20.
DONATIONS


Cllr Evitt spoke about the requests for financial support recently received.    Following the Town Council asking for additional information from Suffolk Lowland Search and Rescue Cllr Hooton had recommended a donation of £75. This was proposed by Cllr Ross, seconded by Cllr Bennett and carried.  Financial information had not been received from CAB or the Volunteer Centre therefore it was agreed to delay a decision from these organisations until the December Meeting.   Cllr Cooper proposed that the request from Eye Saints for the provision of new goal nets at the Town Moors be approved.  This at an estimated cost of £150 was seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried.  Cllr C. Michell said it should be made clear that the nets would revert to the property of Eye Town Council if the Football Club were to leave the facilities at the moors at any time in the future. 
21.
CORRESPONDENCE


Items 1 & 5 Noted.


Item 2 – M.S.D.C.  Letter regarding the distribution of the Mid Suffolk Messenger magazine within the town.  It was agreed to seek further information about the contents of the letter. 

Item 3- M.S.D.C.  Letter from Building Control requesting the provision of a replacement street sign in Gaye Crescent.  It was agreed to forward this letter to the Highways Sub-Committee for consideration. 

Item 4 – M.S.D.C.  Letter requesting the Town Council consider a reduction in the grant paid for community street cleansing.  This letter is to be considered by the Highways and Finance Sub-Committees and a response made following the December Council Meeting.

Item 6- PYRAMIDS PLAYBUS  Letter requesting financial support.  This letter is to be placed on the agenda of the December Council Meeting for further consideration.


Item 7 – MRS SUSAN BOYLE  Letter requesting consideration to the removal of the brick bus shelter in the vicinity of Hartismere Hospital.  This letter was forwarded to the Highways Sub-Committee for consideration.    
22.
REPORTS


Cllr McSheehy reported that the community action day organised by the police and held at Bellands Way in early November had been successful.


Cllr McSheehy urged people to support the village of Elmswell in their attempt to gain funding for their community woodlands.  The village is a finalist in Anglia TV’s Peoples Millions Event.

Cllr Cooper reported that the first ‘green burial’ had taken place at the Cemetery.  Cllr McSheehy said that in order to assist the Town Council draw up a green burial policy, Susan Whymark would organise a visit to a green burial site near Saxmundham in the New Year.  
 23.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of the Town Council has been arranged for Monday 7th December in the Town Hall Council Chamber at 8pm.

The Mayor said that the Parish Plan recommendations would be referred to the Recreation & Amenities Sub-Committee for consideration.

It was agreed that photographs of Town Councillors would be taken at the December Council Meeting for use on the Town website.


 THE TOWN MAYOR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 10.35PM

