Minutes of Eye Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall

Council Chamber on Wednesday 16th December 2009 at 7.30pm
PRESENT:  
Cllrs Ford (Town Mayor) Carr, Cooper, Cummins, Evitt, Flatman, McSheehy, C. Michell, S, Michell, Morris, Ross & Williams 
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Bennett
2.
MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr S. Michell declared an interest in Agenda Item 16 DONATIONS (C.A.B.).  

Cllr McSheehy declared an interest in Agenda Item 16 DONATIONS (Eye Volunteer Centre & C.A.B.).

3.
POLICE REPORT

No Officer was present at the meeting.  The Town Clerk read a paper report which included crime figures to date.  Criminal damage to vehicle (2) Criminal damage dwelling (1) criminal damage other (2) burglary other building (1) burglary other building with intent (1) theft from motor vehicle (1) burglary dwelling (1) theft of pedal cycle (1). 

 The Mid Suffolk North SNT priority for Eye continues to be addressing anti-social behaviour and criminal damage to motor vehicles in Bellands Way area.

The next Police Surgery by PCSO Pam Morgan will be held at Eye Library on Friday January 22nd 2010 at 11am.

4.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT

In his report, Cllr Flatman spoke about issues within the town.  He said that the problem with the lighting system in Buckshorn Lane Car-Park had now been rectified.  This had been caused by a distribution problem which had been traced back to a fire in the vicinity of the Queens Head Public House in Eye.

Although 15 Broad Street, Eye has received a ‘facelift’ the District Council still intends to pursue compulsory purchase as there is much work to be done to the property.

With respect to a mound of earth at Church Farm, Eye which had raised possible environmental issues, Cllr Flatman said that Officers from the District Council had dug into the heap but had found nothing of concern.


Following a visit from the Conservation Officer at M.S.D.C. the owner of the Old H.S.B.C. Bank on Castle Street would be carrying out instructions given for repair.

Finally, Cllr Flatman said that the District Council directed by Government has to find suitable pitches for travellers within the area.  He said this would not affect Eye.

5.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT


Apologies were received from County Councillor Guy McGregor 

THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 7.40PM FOR A PUBLIC QUESTION

TIME.
There were no questions asked by members of the public.
6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

3294/09    
Land at Eye Airfield, Castleton Way, Eye



Scoping Opinion – New Chicken Processing Factory


3212/09

14 Broad Street, Eye




Variation of condition 1 of planning permission




0514/09 – change of hours


Acceptance of Application No. 3212/09 was proposed by Cllr Carr, seconded by Cllr Cooper and carried. 

Comments from the Town Council with regard to Scoping Opinion Request 3294/09 (new Chicken Processing Factory) were noted.
7.
PLANNING DECISIONS


2618/09

Eye Bowls Club, Brome Avenue, Eye

GRANTED



Extension to existing pavilion to provide new



‘short mat’ bowling facility and additional



storage


3111/09

9 Victoria Hill, Eye 

GRANTED



Erection of single storey rear extension


2697/09

Mulberry Bush Day Nursery, Langton Grove Farm

GRANTED


Langton Green, Eye





Continued use of land and buildings for children’s



day nursery without compliance with condition 4



of planning permission 1153/97 (to allow increase



in maximum no. of children attending from35 to 58)



continued use of land as car park and continued use



of land as playground



2387/09

Barn adj. To Abbey Hall, Hoxne Road, Eye 

GRANTED



Variation of conditions 5, 6 and 8 of planning



permission 3479/08 (conversion and associated



alterations to form a new dwelling and part use



for private functions) to allow relevant details to




be submitted at the beginning of each phase of 



works, in accordance with details received



12/08/2009 instead of prior to the overall



commencement works/development


3176/09

11 Gaye Crescent, Eye

GRANTED



Erection of single storey side extension

8.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – (18.11.09)

Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Morris and carried.  
9.
MATTERS ARISING


Page 1544 – Item 1 Cllr S. Michell reported the opening times of the Day Centre at Paddock House as Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays.  She said it would have nice if this information had been published in the Parish Plan.


Page 1544 – Item 3  Cllr Flatman requested that Cllr Sizer is asked whether she wishes to remain as a Town Councillor due to the fact she has not been present at a Town Council Meeting since before the summer recess.

Page 1546 – Item 8  Cllr Carr reported that public meetings concerning the Scoping Opinion Request for three wind turbines on Eye Airfield and the Scoping Opinion Request for a new chicken processing factory were held in the Town Hall on 2nd and 7th December respectively.

 
Page 1547 – Item 11  Cllr Carr said he had taken photographs of the damaged gate at the Oak Crescent Pocket Park and had sent these to Wickstead Ltd.
10.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT


Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr McSheehy and carried.  

11.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE


Acceptance of all accounts was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried.  
12.
BUS SHELTER

Cllr Cooper said that following the correspondence at the November Council Meeting requesting the brick bus shelter on Castleton Way be removed to deter spates of vandalism in the area, he had spoken to the police.  They had subsequently spoken to young people who congregate in the area and since that time no incidents of vandalism had occurred.  It was agreed that the situation be monitored for a period of three months before any decision as to whether the seat within the bus shelter needs to be removed to act as a deterrent. 
13.
STREET CLEANSING GRANT


The Mayor said that in the absence of Cllr Hooton who had kindly agreed to prepare a paper on this matter, the item would be adjourned to the January Council Meeting for consideration.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk contact Street Cleaning Services at the District Council to inform them that no response would be received until the New Year.

14.
ETHIC LTD.

The Mayor said that a copy of the Town Hall transfer document had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  She explained that the Town Council could not continue to insure the property once it has been transferred and therefore clause 13 of the contract would need to be re-drafted.  Peter Gould had said that the document had been approved by the board of ETHIC. Ltd and was awaiting legal advice.  Cllr Evitt proposed that the Town Council accept the transfer document (clauses 1 – 12) with clause 13 to follow.  This was seconded by Cllr C. Michell and carried.  
15.
BELLANDS WAY

The Mayor read a letter received from John Barker of Ash Drive expressing concerns about the problems currently being experienced within the Bellands Way area.  She said that Mr. Barker had requested discussion as to what steps the Town Council could take to address these concerns.  Cllr Cooper said that much of the problems concerning the highways was due to the fact that when the District Council sold off some of the properties, some kerbs were also sold, therefore the District Council were not responsible for maintaining the whole area.  Cllr Flatman said that the Chief Executive of the District Council had written to Mr. Barker about his concerns and that the Head of Housing would be visiting the site in the near future.  He said that the anti-social behaviour was partly bought about because houses are now rented to people not from within the local community.  Cllr Evitt said he had visited the estate with the police and officers from the District Council and had presumed that some feedback would be reported at the next Council Meeting.  The Mayor said she was aware that the police were regularly patrolling the area however, much of these patrols were taking place during the day when the trouble seems to occur after dark.  It was agreed to continue to monitor the situation.
16.
DONATIONS

Cllr Evitt on behalf of the Finance Sub-Committee spoke about requests for financial support recently received from local organisations.  He said he had had the opportunity to look at account supplied by all three charities and suggested the following amounts be donated:



C.A.B.



£500
 Proposed – Cllr Flatman     Seconded – Cllr Evitt



Eye Volunteer Centre
£250   Proposed – Cllr Evitt          Seconded – Cllr Carr



Pyramids Playbus
  
£200   Proposed – Cllr McSheehy Seconded – Cllr  Evitt

The above proposals were unanimously carried.
17.
TOWN COUNCIL EMPLOYEES

The Town Clerk left the Chamber whilst the following item was considered.

Recommendations for bonuses which had been discussed at the Finance Sub-Committee Meeting held on 9th December were considered.  It was agreed to give the following amounts;



Susan Kaye
£200



Barry Beamish
£100



Jim Stovell
£100



Jo-Ann Saunders
£200


Acceptance proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried. 

18.
PRESENTATIONS

The Mayor explained that the Town Council wished to mark the considerable amount of time and effort put into the community by three residents in appreciation of their work for the benefit of the town.  She said that the award to Richard Dinnin was in recognition of his efforts with regard to the Town Hall restoration project, to David Chapman for running the Eye Website for five years and to Bernard Tatum for erecting Christmas lights and the Christmas tree each year as well as the work put into the Church Art Exhibition.  Mr. Dinnin was not in attendance however, the Mayor presented gifts to David Chapman and Bernard Tatum and said she would be presenting Richard Dinnin’s in the New Year. 
19.
CORRESPONDENCE


Items  2 & 6 Noted.


Item 1 – I.J. BARKER  Letter concerning development proposals for the old Hartismere Hospital site.  Cllr S. Michell said that now the development plan is in place, it would not now be possible to change plans for the site.  She said however, that she would take Mr. Barker’s letter to the Locality Meeting to be held in January.   

Item 3 - S.C.C.  Letter regarding a Local Flooding Survey.  Cllr Carr kindly agreed to complete the accompanying survey on behalf of the Town Council.  

Item 4 – S.C.C.  Letter from the extended schools Development Officer giving information about a Family Fun Day to be held in the February half term holiday in 2010.  It was agreed that more information should be obtained before the Council consider supporting the event.

Item 5 - THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR ENGLAND  Details of advice published on unitary local government in Suffolk.  In Suffolk the committee has made two proposals: a unitary county of Suffolk and a two unitary pattern comprising and Ipswich & Felixstowe authority and a Rural Suffolk authority.  Cllr C. Michell said that the Boundary Committee would prefer a single authority and this is what should be pushed for.  Cllr McSheehy said it was important to write with representations concerning the proposals.  These have to be received by 19th January 2010. 

20.
REPORTS


Cllr Sara Michell gave an update on the Hartismere Hospital Project.  She said that following the decision to only go ahead with phase 1 (the health element of the site) legal advisors and consultants have been instructed to work on the marketing and procurement information to reflect this change with a view to re-submission to the SHA in early January.  Architects have been instructed to work on a new redline drawing also to reflect this change.  The next Project Board Meeting is scheduled for 14th January 2010 and regular reporting to SALC will commence at the same time.

Cllr Cooper reported that the first Green Burial had taken place at the Cemetery with another scheduled for later in the month.  He also said that the Highways Sub-Committee had given consideration to the request for a new street sign in Gaye Crescent and said it would be necessary to establish where a new sign should be situated before any final decision could be made.


Cllr Williams reported on the proposal document (circulated) for a town tourism leaflet.  He requested this be placed on the Agenda of the January Council Meeting for further consideration.
 21.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Mayor announced that she would be arranging a Governance and Policy Sub-Committee Meeting in the New Year.

It was announced that the Finance Sub-Committee would meet on Monday 18th January 2010 in the Town Hall Council Chamber at 7.30pm to consider budget and precept proposals for 2010/11. 


 THE TOWN MAYOR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.10PM

