Minutes of Eye Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall

Council Chamber on Wednesday 20th January 2010 at 7.30pm
PRESENT:  
Cllrs Ford (Town Mayor) Bennett (Deputy Town Mayor) Carr, Cooper, Cummins, Evitt, Flatman, Hooton, McSheehy, C. Michell, S, Michell & Morris  
1.
TOWN HALL UPDATE

Hugh Bunbury of Nicholas Jacob Architects attended the meeting and explained that the company had been appointed by ETHIC. Ltd to oversee repair works to the Town Hall roof.  Tenders from four builders would be considered on February 19th.  The work will then commence after 1st April under a 7 month contract and should be completed by the end of October.  During that time the building will be surrounded by scaffolding and be closed to the public, with adjacent footpaths remaining open.  The work will involve stripping and relaying of the slate roof, renewing of lead work, the installation of improved glazing and insulation of walls.  Other works will be carried out if the budget allows.  Councillors heard that repairs to the window in the Council Chamber would also be included.  Cllr Hooton asked whether the budget was finite and what might happen if problems were found once the repair process had begun.  Mr. Bunbury explained that these would have to be left unfixed.  He noted Cllr Hooton’s points about the need for communication with the Town Council during the works and the necessity for neighbouring properties to be kept informed at all times.  The question of insurance was raised and it was explained that a joint named policy between the builders and the owners of the Town Hall would have to be taken out for the duration of the restoration period.  
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllrs Williams & Ross
3.
MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr McSheehy declared an interest in Agenda Item 12 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (No. 6).  It was thought that those Councillors on ETHIC. Ltd (Ross, McSheehy, Cummins, Hooton & Evitt) need not declare an interest in Agenda Item 7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS (LB/3584/09 – Town Hall) however; they would not participate in any vote.  It was agreed to obtain clarification on this situation.    
4.
POLICE REPORT

Pc Jacques Grotier attended and reported 7 crimes for the month 20th December 2009 to 20th January 2010.  These included criminal damage, two common assault, two thefts, one arson of a bin and one burglary dwelling.  The Mid Suffolk North SNT priorities are;- safety of pedestrians in Church Street, anti-social behaviour/criminal damage in the Bellands Way area of Eye and local drug misuse.  The next tasking meeting is to be held on 17th February at Rickinghall to which members of the public are invited to attend.

Cllr Flatman said that members of the public and Town Councillors should be thanked for attending the  Police Priority Tasking Meeting at the Community Centre on 11th January during the adverse weather conditions.  He said that those present had heard a very good presentation by Sergeant Jon Eaves.  

5.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT

In his report, Cllr Flatman spoke about local issues.   He said that with regard to Thornham Walks the District Council would not be withdrawing funding in the next financial year.  However, they would be talking to other bodies to see if alternative funding could be arranged to ensure the area remains open.


Cllr Flatman said that the recent evacuation at Langton Green following the gas tanker leak had worked well with the police and Jonathan Free co-ordinating the event.  He said that the police should be thanked for their efforts in ensuring the evacuation went smoothly.   Cllr Evitt said that it was of concern that a digger had had to make a second exit for staff working at the Business Park who were unable to leave using the main route.

The District Councillor then spoke about Wingfield Barns.  He said that M.S.D.C. had put a considerable amount of funding into the project last year and currently it was not proving as successful as hoped.  He said that the possibility of a board being set up with Mid Suffolk overseeing it was being considered.

6.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT


County Councillor Guy McGregor spoke about the winter maintenance programme following the recent spate of severe weather conditions.  He explained that this had put a strain on the programme with 35 gritting Lorries on the road and staff working 12 hour shifts.  The Brome Depot had proven to be competent and had several days supply of salt and grit during this time.  A meeting regarding the Winter Maintenance Programme will be held during February, chaired by Mark Murphy of Radio Suffolk.  This will discuss all aspects of winter weather conditions including school closures.  Further details will be announced in the near future, members of Town and Parish Councils will be invited to attend.  Cllr McGregor said that money would be made available to repair potholes that had arisen over the past few weeks.  He explained that these should be reported to CSD offices in the first instance.  Cllr S. Michell said that during the snow, many pavements had been dangerous to walk on and asked whether it might be possible to have these treated as well as the roads.  Cllr McGregor said that this was something which would need to be addressed.  He said there was no evidence to prove that members of the public would be sued if they cleared the snow from pavements and people slipped on them.  The subject of school closure was also discussed.  Cllr McGregor explained that the Head teacher of each school was responsible for safety in and around the building and would therefore make decisions on closure based on that.  The closure of High Schools in particular was often controlled by bus companies who transport a large percentage of pupils to and from school.  Cllr Hooton asked that thanks be passed to the gritting lorry drivers who had worked long hours to ensure the roads remained as safe as possible during the inclement weather.

Cllr McGregor also spoke briefly about the Waste Core Strategy.  He said if an incinerator were to be sited on Eye Airfield, then improved highway facilities would result.  With regard to public transport, he said that problems experienced relating to “real time” information had now been overcome and that he was seeking to expand and push forward this service.   

THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 8.30PM FOR A PUBLIC QUESTION

TIME.
Resident John Barker spoke about the issues previously raised concerning Bellands Way.  Cllr Flatman said he would speak to Martin King, Head of Housing at the District Council regarding the questions in Mr. Barker’s earlier letter and would ask an Environmental Officer to visit the area to look at the rubbish problems.  He also agreed to meet Mr. Barker to see the litter for himself.    
7.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

3537/09

14 Ludgate Causeway, Eye



Erection of extension to the south east




Elevation


2671/09

Land at Church Farm, Hoxne Road, Eye




Continued use of land for storage of




stockpiled materials and excavated




materials for three years


3706/09

14 Gaye Crescent, Eye



Erection of single storey rear extension


3607/09

10 Church Street, Eye



Replacement of windows, Bargeboards,




Fascias and Gutters


LB/3584/09
Town Hall, Lambseth Street, Eye



Remove corrugated roof covering; install




roof glazing.  Install leading to projecting




cornices.  Install new rainwater pipe to SE




elevation.  Rebuild parapet at SW corner.  




Re-lay roof leading to re-direct rainwater;




alterations to rainwater goods.  Install roof




installation.  Renew lead and slate roof




coverings.  Stone repairs to cornice soffit.


3644/09

Gate Farm, Cranley Road, Eye


LB/3645/09
Erection of conservatory at rear of property

Acceptance of Applications 3537/09-3706/09-3607/09 and 3644/09 was proposed by Cllr Carr, seconded by Cllr Evitt and carried. 

Acceptance of Application LB/3584/09 was proposed by Cllr Carr, seconded by Cllr Bennett and carried.  It was noted that Cllrs Evitt, Hooton, Cummins & McSheehy (members of ETHIC. Ltd) did not vote on this application.

Refusal of Application 2671/09 was proposed by Cllr Carr and seconded by Cllr Hooton.  A vote was taken, resulting in 8 for the proposal, 2 against and Cllr S. Michell abstaining from the vote.  Therefore the motion was carried.
8.
PLANNING DECISIONS


3212/09

14 Broad Street, Eye
GRANTED


Continued use of first floor & terrace as a



restaurant with take-away facility (falling



within Class A3 of the Town & Country 



Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as



amended)) without compliance of condition



1 of planning permission 0514/09 (relating to



hours of opening).  Retention of & alterations to



balustrade to first floor terrace & erection of



acoustic/privacy screen 


CAC/2520/09
The Vine Church, Church Street, Eye 
REFUSED


Conservation Area Consent for demolition of



Rear boundary walls (adjoining Dove Lane and



Wellington Road).
 

9.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – (16.12.09)

Cllr McSheehy requested an amendment with regard to Agenda Item 9 MATTERS ARISING changing the wording from opening hours published in the Parish Magazine as opposed to Parish Plan.  With this amendment, acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr Cummins, seconded by Cllr Cooper and carried.  
10.
MATTERS ARISING


Page 1551 – Item 9  Cllr Evitt asked about the situation with regard to Cllr Sizer.  The Mayor said Cllr Sizer had hoped to attend the meeting but now lives permanently in Diss and was finding it difficult to get to meetings.  It was agreed to seek clarification from SALC as to whether Cllr Sizer is eligible to remain as a Councillor now she no longer resides in the town.

Page 1544 – Item 19  Cllr McSheehy asked whether the Town Council had sent representations to The Boundary Committee regarding Unitary Authority.  The Town Clerk reported that this had been carried out via email.
  
Page 1552 – Item 9   Cllr Carr said that photographs of the damaged gate at Oak Crescent Pocket Park had been emailed to Wickstead Ltd prior to Christmas.  However, as he had not received any response he would send them again with a request that they respond as soon as possible.  
11.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT


Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr McSheehy and carried.  
12.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE


Acceptance of all accounts was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr S. Michell and carried.  
13.
BUDGET FOR 2010/2011

Cllr Hooton explained the proposed figures prepared as a result of the Budget Meeting held on 18th January and circulated to Councillors.  He said the budget was realistic but cautious, the Town Council may be able to make further savings however, he stressed that more costs may occur particularly as a consequence of  the Town Hall’s imminent closure.  As a result of the budget process, Cllr Hooton recommended with some trepidation that the precept be raised by £4 per Band D equivalent household.  He then proposed that the Budget figures for 2010/11 be adopted.  This was seconded by Cllr Flatman and carried, thus authorising the Town Clerk to apply to the District Council for a precept of £66 per Band D equivalent household, which is estimated to produce £54,220.  Cllr Flatman said the Town Council was grateful to Cllr Hooton for the amount of effort he had put into preparing the budget figures in such a clear and concise manner.
14.
STREET CLEANSING GRANT


Cllr Hooton said that in response to the letter from Waste & Environmental Services (received in November) regarding the Community Cleansing Grant he had prepared a paper for consideration by the Town Council before replying to M.S.D.C. This suggested that local management of street cleansing must save costs for the District Council and he hoped that they would continue the same payments levels of £6.75 per hour for a 14 hour week.  This was proposed by Cllr Hooton, seconded by Cllr Bennett and carried.
15.
EMERGENCY PLANNING

The Mayor explained that Ian Bushnell of Suffolk County Council had given a presentation at the July 2009 Council Meeting regarding Emergency Planning.  At the time it was agreed to defer reaching a decision as to whether the Town Council would be interested in setting up an Action Plan to a later date.  She said that the issue now was to consider this scheme.  Cllr McSheehy said that two events during the past year i.e. the fire in Church Street and the gas tanker incident had been examples of when an emergency plan might be called into use.  Therefore she proposed that the Emergency Planning Sub-Committee work towards the implementation of a Plan.  This was seconded by Cllr Flatman who suggested co-ordinating the effort with M.S.D.C. and carried. 
16.
TOWN TOURISM LEAFLET

In the absence of Cllr Williams it was agreed to adjourn this item until the February Council Meeting.  The Town Clerk is to re-circulate the proposed content document to Councillors and it was agreed to speak to The Countryside Team at the District Council regarding the future plans for the Town Trail leaflet. 
17.
CORRESPONDENCE


Item 5 Noted.


Item 1 –MRS JAN PERRY  Letter requesting the Town Council replace the dog litter bin which has disappeared from the Town Moors.  Cllr Hooton suggested looking around the area to see if it has been ‘dumped’ before purchasing a new one. 

Item 2 – SUSAN WHYMARK  Letter regarding the new Green Section of the Cemetery.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would liaise with the Funeral Director to arrange a visit to the Greenwood Burial Ground near Farnham.  Cllrs Cooper, Willimams, Cummins & McSheehy wish to take part in this trip.   

Item3 –SUFFOLK ACCIDENT RESCUE SERVICE/VICTIM SUPPORT/BORDERHOPPA  Request for financial support.  It was agreed to seek financial details from these charities and place them on the Agenda of a future Council Meeting for consideration.

Item 4 – SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL  Pre-submission consultation on the Waste Core Strategy Submission Draft and Final Sustainability Appraisal Report.

Cllr Carr and resident Geoffrey Lane will make representations on behalf of the Town Council.


Irem 6 – SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY  Request from Citizen Focus for information which will assist in shaping and delivering local policing service.  The Mayor will complete this on behalf of the Town Council.

Item 7- SUFFOLK ACRE  Letter requesting views on current services offered by the Post Office.  Cllr McSheehy agreed to carry out this on behalf of the Town Council.


Item 8 – I.J.BARKER  Letter regarding the content of a previous letter concerning the development of the Hartismere Hospital Site.  Cllr McSheehy pointed out that plans for the future of the hospital site and the Business Plan had been submitted to the Strategic Health Authority before the Parish Plan was circulated.  Cllr S. Michell said that development was in three phases and must include residential development to make it financially viable.

Item 9 – M.S.D.C.  Copy of the proposed Budget Document for 2010/11.  This item was noted. 
18.
REPORTS


Cllr S. Michell reported that the planned Locality Meeting regarding the Hartismere Hospital site had been cancelled.  However, a further one has been arranged for February prior to the next Council Meeting at which Julie Morgan will be in attendance to give Councillors an update of the project.

 19.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

 Cllr Cummins said that thanks should be extended to all local businesses for their efforts to remain open during the recent bad weather and for the help given to their customers.

Cllr Cummins also commented that the two M.S.D.C. Car Parks had been poorly maintained during the snow and icy conditions.  Cllr Cooper suggested that grit was available and could be situated at these areas.


Cllr Morris said that some brickwork had fallen from the recently refurbished Almshouses.  Cllr Evitt said that this had been noted.

Cllr Hooton said he was in discussion with the High School regarding the Sport Relief mile.  He hoped that an event could be held on the school playing field on Sunday 21st March 2010.

Cllr Evitt asked if the Town Council had any information about refurbishment plans for the Youth Centre in Church Street.  It was reported that a letter had been reported at the December Meeting giving details of the conversion proposals and a commencement date of February 2010.

 Cllr Carr said he had been asked to complete a ‘flood survey’ on behalf of the Town Council and wished to be informed of risks areas within the town.

Cllr Bennett said he was actively seeking suitable venues to hold Council Meetings whilst the Town Hall is closed for repair.


 THE TOWN MAYOR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.45PM

