
The Museum of East Anglian Life

From: Kate Axon [mailto:Kate.Axon@eastanglianlife.org.uk] 
Sent: 14 November 2016 16:44
Subject: Update from the Museum of East Anglian Life

Hello,

It’s been a while and so I thought you might be interested in hearing about what we’ve been 
doing recently.... as Suffolk Museum of the Year it has been a busy season; closing with over 
4,600 visitors attending our bonfire night celebrations on 5 November!

Glen Horn, Chair of the museum and deputy leader of Mid Suffolk District Council has 
completed his first year supporting the board. Jenny Cousins, our new Museum Director, 
started in September (our CEO John retires in December) and we have a new museum patron, 
Judith Shallow, to help us with our work. Jenny looks forward to meeting you and is leading on 
building the vision for the museum - ensuring it is a vibrant place where anyone can learn about
the region and have a fun day out too.  

Did you know the museum will be 50 next year? We will be celebrating this achievement by 
running a fundraising campaign focused on heritage breeds and bringing the Suffolk trinity back
to the museum. We want to develop the story of farming and animal husbandry, which is 
important to our region, so that people can learn about its impact upon their lives. We are also 
planning lots of activities throughout the year to celebrate the museum and bring local 
communities together.

More people are using museums but traditional funding is falling fast. As an independent museum we 
have to charge entry but that only pays for a small percentage of what it costs to keep going and we 
need to raise the funds to pay for this project. It takes a lot of time, money and hard work to care for our 
animals and maintain our farming collection. We do it because we believe it matters – and because we 
think you might believe it matters too. I am asking for museum champions to help kick start this project 
and if you are interested in getting involved or want to find out more please do get in touch with me.

Finally, can you spare a few minutes of your time to support our Aviva community fund project? 
It won’t cost anything - we just need your 10 votes to help us to win. Registration is 
straightforward, and it is really worth doing because you can help bring solar panels to the 
museum and inspire the next generation of engineers. Full details of the project are here: 
https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/project/view/16-3600 Please vote for us today.

Best wishes,

Kate

Kate Axon
Development Director

Direct dial: 01449 618 222

Working days: Mon to Wed, 9.00- 5pm. 

Suffolk Museum of the Year 2015

Donate to the Museum at Virgin Money Giving. Registered charity number 293033
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