
20 Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7AF
07713 196 251

MINUTES OF THE EYE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
Wednesday 17th. May 2017 in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, EYE TOWN HALL

In the interest of early publication for residents, the Council publishes its minutes in draft. Draft minutes 
may sometimes be subject to amendment at the next Council meeting before Councillors approve them and 
signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.  When using the minutes in draft form it should also 
be made clear that they are not the formal record of business until they are approved by full Council.

Present: Mayor Cllr Ribchester, Deputy Mayor Cllr Robins, Cllr Berry, Cllr Byles, Cllr Evitt, Cllr N Ford, Cllr M 
Ford, Cllr Smith, Cllr Mather, Cllr Cooper. Cllr Hudson, Cllr Crispin and also in attendance 11 members of the
public,   Co-option candidates Michael Burke and John Blake

1. Apologies and Approval of Absences
No apologies were received.
Cllr Crispin advised that she needed to leave at 8:30 pm
Cllr Byles arrived at 8:15 pm

2. Members Declarations of Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
Cllr N Ford and Cllr M Ford declared a pecuniary interest in accounts payable.

3. Public Participation

The presentation by Jo Bigger (Project Manager for Connect) and Julia Rodwell (Team Manager for Social 
Care in the Eye Area) was deferred to the June meeting.

There was no County Councillors report.

District Councillor Report - Cllr Michael Burke advised that he has been asked to sit on the district Planning 
and Finance committees subject to approval at the AGM.  He advised that he is to include an article in the 
Eye Magazine which would include details of the locality fund and ask local organisations to apply as in 
previous years.  He would then seek to establish a small committee to decide on a potential allocation of 
the available funding.  Cllr Burke asked that councillors advise him of any topics which they would like to 
see included in his monthly report to Council and that they should contact him by e-mail outlining any 
issues they would like him to raise 

Members of the Public raised a number of issues including:

a. Resident - Geoffrey Lane – concerned that planning application 4719/16 for 5 White Lion House, as 
outlined on the agenda, had only been partially reported and that the item should also have 
outlined that exploratory work had been approved.

b. Resident – Merlin Carr –questioned if there was any planned publicity or the intention to form a 
working group related to the Tour of Britain cycle ride which would be passing through Eye on the 
8th. of September. Cllr M Ford reported that a request for volunteers had been placed in the Eye 
Magazine but to date there hadn’t been any expressions of interest or offers of assistance.  Mr. 
Carr agreed to put a notice in Eye to Eye.  Cllr Ribchester agreed that this offer would be gratefully 
accepted.  Mr. Carr also asked about the proposed Power Station and if any updates had been 
received by the council. He noted that there were flags and markers on the corner of the junction 
of Castleton Way and the A140 which are alleged to be the new routes for pipelines.  Cllr Evitt 



responded that lack of notifications might be due to the fact that this could be in the Parish of 
Yaxley.

 
Co-option candidates presentations

It was advised that two individuals had put their names forward for cooption to the Council.  They were 
asked if they would like to say a few words in support of their application.

John Blake gave an overview of his background and involvement in local groups and work
experience as well as his volunteer work.

Michael Burke highlighted that he had spent most of his childhood in Eye and later within other 
local areas in Mid Suffolk.  He indicated that he felt he had transferrable skills from work 
experience and local community work.  He would like to bring renewed liaison between District and
Town Councils.  Has campaigned on local issues particularly around services for young people. 

4.Minutes of the previous meeting.

The Mayor presented the minutes of the Eye Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 19th April 2017 
and the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 27th. April, 2017.  It was resolved that the minutes of the 
Council meeting held on Wednesday 19th April 2017 and the Extraordinary Council meeting held on the 
27th. of April are adopted and are signed as a true record by the Town Mayor. Proposer Cllr M Ford, 
seconded Cllr Berry

5.To consider filling the vacancies on the Council by co-option.

There was a unanimous vote for both candidates. Councillors Blake and Burke were asked to join the table 
but were informed that they would not be able to vote until they had completed the appropriate 
documentation.

Cllr Evitt congratulated Cllr Ribchester on his election as Mayor for a second term and Cllr Robins on his 
election as Deputy Mayor, 

6. To receive and comment on planning applications as follows (and consideration of late Applications)

• 1062/17 Erection of two storey and single storey rear extension and rebuild previously demolished 
chimney at 13 Ash Drive Eye IP23 7DA.

http://planningpages.midsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?
activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=_MSUFF_DCAPR_112040 

Cllr Evitt proposed application 1062/17 was supported, seconded by Cllr J Mather, motion carried.

• 1257/17 Noise attenuation barrier Eye Processing Plant Magdalen St. Eye. IP23 7AJ
Installation of noise attenuation barriers to satisfy the Environment Agency compliance with a be... - Eye 
Processing Plant, Magdalen Street, Eye IP23 7AJ

Cllr Evitt advised that this planning application had been withdrawn as permission is not required for 
installation of noise attenuation barriers.

7. Mid Suffolk DC planning decisions

4719/16 5 White Lion 
House

Flitch plate to camber beam in drawing room and 
exploratory work to paint of front wall etc.

Planning permission 
granted 

http://planningpages.midsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=_MSUFF_DCAPR_112040
http://planningpages.midsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=_MSUFF_DCAPR_112040
http://planningpages.midsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=_MSUFF_DCAPR_112236
http://planningpages.midsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=_MSUFF_DCAPR_112236


4523/16 46 Victoria Hill Create new vehicular access Planning permission 
granted 

0327/17 Fairfields, 
Langton 
Green

Erection of 2 one and a half storey Cottages with 
detached garages and creation of vehicular access

Permission refused

8. To receive and confirm the minutes and recommendations of the Environment Committee meeting 
held on 2nd May 2017
The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 2nd May 2017 were circulated in advance of this 
meeting and were noted.

Cllr Smith confirmed receipt of the speed sign and advised that it had initially been set up in Cranley Road, 
so that he could monitor the data.  He advised that the sign will be moved to Victoria Hill and Castleton 
Way once he is sure that it is working correctly. 

9. To receive and confirm the minutes and recommendations of the Town Hall Users
Development Committee meeting held on 8th May 2017.
The minutes of the Town Hall Users Development Committee meeting on 8th May 2017 were circulated in 
advance of this meeting and were noted.

Cllr. Berry advised that the insurances on the Town Hall had been discussed with the caretaker. He 
indicated that these were becoming more complicated but that they should be able to comply.  He 
indicated that there has been a strengthening of the kitchen management and welcomed the new clerk 
Wendy Alcock on board.

Councillor Berry confirmed that a grant award has been received from Historic England in the sum of £95K 
for refurbishments of the Town Hall roof and other areas that put the building at risk. 
Cllr Evitt commented that this was a team effort including Peter and June Gould.

Resolutions from the Town Hall Users Development Committee include:-
Welcome the award and note time limits to accept the offer from Historic England of 8 th May and 
undertake to respond to HE before the closing date for acceptance.
Proposed Cllr Berry, seconded Cllr Byles, motion carried.

Delegate to the proposed Town Hall Improvement Group the preparation of a report assessing the risks and
obligations which could be placed upon ETC as a consequence of accepting or rejecting this award and to 
receive this at its meeting of June 21st or an EGM if preferred.
Proposed Cllr Byles, seconded Cllr Cooper motion carried.

Draft an article for the July edition of the Eye magazine about the award.
Proposed Cllr Byles, seconded Cllr Evitt, motion carried.

(Note this offer is covered by the purdah protocols for the June 8th election so no formal press release is to 
be released at the request of HE)

Cllr Evitt confirmed that ETHIC has been dissolved with the intention that the proposed Town Hall 
Improvement Group would take over areas that they had been covering.  Cllr Berry thanked the members 
of ETHIC.  



The Mayor advised that the improvement plans are on display in the main hall, and thanked everyone 
involved.

10. To receive and confirm the minutes and recommendations of the Finance & Governance
Committee meeting held on 8th May 2017
The minutes of the Finance and Governance Committee meeting on 8th May 2017 were circulated in 
advance of this meeting and were noted.

Cllr. N. Ford advised that, given the difficulties with obtaining accurate budget spends by cost centre during 
the autumn that setting the 2017/18 budget had been very difficult.  This had also impacted on spend since
that time and resulted in the exceeding of some cost centres.  Given this fact, it had been felt necessary to 
review and revise the budget.  As part of this process, consideration had also been given to earmarking 
certain reserves for future spend.  Cllr Ford thanked Cllr Mather for her input into completing the 
spreadsheets which made the process clear and understandable.

Council discussed the additional amount of £20,000 for redecoration which had been considered for 
‘earmarking’ but, given that this would leave reserves quite low and not allow any movement for 
expenditure on the church wall or other emergencies, it was determined to put consideration of this on 
hold and to look at other options in the interim.

Proposals

To ring fence, as ‘earmarked’ reserves the sum of £14,900, which had been approved at the April council 
meeting, to pay the balance of the fees to Hucklesby Architects and Castons to fund roof repairs and new
WC’s should the Council agree to proceed with these works.
Proposed as earmarked reserves Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Evitt.  Motion carried.

To consider ring fencing £10,000 for roof repairs should no money be received from Heritage England or, 
if money is received, to act as capital addition to that funding.
Proposed Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Evitt, motion carried.

To consider the revised budget for 2017/18 as circulated and to approve it subject to the removal of the 
£20,000 shown as earmarked reserves for redecoration, which would leave the closing balance, including 
available reserves at £66,406.Propose the draft budget with deficit Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Mather.  
Motion carried.

Cllr Byles advised that a review of the charges will be made in light of improvements to the building.  The 
Utility cost code will also need to be reviewed as costs should decrease following the improvements.

To approved the revised Committee structure for 2017/18.
Changes identified since the structure was circulated.
Cllr M Ford has resigned from THUD, Cllr Smith has joined.
Cllr Mather to go to Planning, Cllr Berry has left

Proposed Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Evitt, motion carried.

To consider formation of a working group, called the ‘Town Hall Improvement Group’ with the terms of 
reference and membership as circulated.
Cllr N Ford has sought advice from SALC, who suggested that it would be more appropriate for the council 
to form a committee than a working group.  SALC also suggested that it was important that there were 
clear terms of reference, clear lines of reporting re: finances, that it needed to be determined who would 
have voting rights and that all members should submit a declaration of interest.



Cllr Berry advised that it was his belief that the current group is the right blend of people to carry forward 
and administer the grant received from Heritage England.  Discussion took place about the best way 
forward.

Cllr. Berry advised that it was the intention that all financial aspects and issues related to spend of any 
grant or council monies would go through F & G.  He agreed that declarations of interest would show 
openness and clarity.  Cllr Evitt recommended that if there isn’t a working group for Town Hall 
Improvements these tasks will need to be taken on by the Town Council. 

It was proposed by  Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Mather, that a committee called the Town Hall Improvement 
Group be formed, with the terms of reference and membership as circulated, all of whom would have 
voting rights and submit declarations of interests, motion carried.

To approve the following priorities for the project coordinator for the next three months:
• To secure funding for Council activities and projects
• To seek out development opportunities that will benefit the community

Proposed Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr M Ford, motion carried.

To recommend, that going forward, all requests for overtime payments for Council staff which cannot be 
accommodated within existing budget lines must be approved at full Council as exceptional expenditure
Cllr Byles asked if there could be an exception in emergency repairs if agreed by Chair of the Environment 
and Clerk.  Cllr N Ford stated that there are budgets for exceptional circumstances such as vandalism.

Cllr Cooper – reported that it is not always possible to bring emergency OT requests to Council. Cllr M Ford 
reiterated that cost lines are available within existing budget lines

Proposed by Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Evitt, that going forward, all requests for overtime payments for 
Council staff, which cannot be accommodated within existing budget lines must be approved at full Council 
as exceptional expenditure, motion carried.

To consider increasing the Street Carer’s hours to a maximum of 16 per week for the period from May 1 
to August 31 each year. 
Cllr Cooper has spoken to the Street Carer who wouldn’t always need the extra 2 hours.

Proposed Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr Mather that the street carer’s hours be increased to a maximum of 16 
hours per week for the period from May 1 to August 31 each year, motion carried.

To propose a grant of £100 to the Gislingham Silver Band.
Supports Council events and always prioritises our commitments.

Proposed Cllr N Ford, seconded Cllr M Ford to give a grant of £100 to the Gillingham Silver Band, motion 
carried.

11. Financial Matters

Cllr Byles confirmed that Locality money has been received from MSDC - £500 to be put toward the costs of
the speed camera.

To receive and confirm the following
• To receive and note the current bank balances and Balance Sheet
• To receive and approve invoices presented for payment (to be circulated
• separately)



• To approve payment of Staff Salaries for April 2017
• To approve the Annual Governance statement and Accounting Statements for 2016/17

Cllr Mather proposed confirmation of the above Cllr Evitt seconded, motion carried.

Cllr Berry expressed concern that councillors were reliant on the figures on the Audit forms, which had 
been inserted by the internal auditor, rather than being able to check them.

12. Insurance

To approve sending a response, as circulated, to WPS following the recent review of the Council’s insurance
policy.

Cllr M Ford asked for deferral until June to allow for a response to come back from the environment 
committee to produce a response for the insurance company. Cllr Byles asked if June would be within the 
deadline, Cllr M Ford confirmed that it would still be accepted.  Cllr Byles committed to supply the data 
next week.

13. Upcoming events

Cllr Ford gave an update on the Annual Town Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 23 rd May and Mayor Making 
Sunday, 28th May.  She encouraged all Councillors to support these events.

To consider the purchase of a Suffolk Flag which can be raised on Suffolk Day, June 21st and on the 8th 
September when the Tour of Britain passes through Eye.
It was confirmed that the £30 cost for this flag would be vired from Eye Spring Clean to General Event 
Expenditure.

Cllr Cooper said that the Town flag should be flown on the Tour of Britain day.  Cllr Berry and resident Peter
Gould donated £20 as part payment for the flag.

Proposed Cllr M Ford, seconded Cllr Cooper to purchase a Suffolk flag up to the value of £30, motion 
carried.

Cllr Cooper reported that the Macebearer has asked whether his new uniform would be ready for Mayoring
Sunday.  Cllr M. Ford expressed disappointment  that the Macebearer had not contacted  her directly and 
confirmed that the uniform would be ready in time.

14. To receive reports on any matters from Councillors.

Cllr Cooper queried the e-mail request from Cllr Robins about emergency  cover during the Clerks annual 
leave commencing 29th May for one week.  Cllr Robins was concerned that standards may drop if priority 
work isn’t covered.

Cllr Evitt – reported that 20 residents from Twin Town Pouzauges will be in Eye shortly for a visit.  Cllr 
Cooper suggested that the Town flag is raised during this visit.  All agreed.

15.  To note the attached items of correspondence. 

Date Details of Correspondence Actions Taken/Required

1. 10.05.2017 Copy of response to Suffolk Highways received from
Simon Hooton

Noted



2. 11.05.2017 Update on membership policy from Citizen Advice Noted

3. 10.05.2017 Notice of temporary Traffic order Clerk sent to Councillors

4. 12.05.2017 Eye Community Cinema Noted

16.  Date of next meeting Wednesday 15th June 2017.

Meeting closed at 9:10 pm

17.  Exclusion of Press and Public 

Not required



EYE TOWN COUNCIL

Bank Reconciliation at 30/04/2017

Cash in Hand 01/04/2017 122,015.48

Add
Receipts 01/04/2017 - 
30/04/2017 40,565.99

Subtract
Payments 01/04/2017 - 
30/04/2017 10,697.89

Cash in Hand 30/04/2017

Cash 10.24
Barclays Current Account 72,490.42
Barclays Business Account 48,977.02
National Savings Investment 
Account 30,405.90

151,883.58





May 2017 Accounts Payable

VOUCHE
R

CODE DATE BANK CHEQUE
NO

DESCRIPTION SUPPLIER

 43 21.03.201
7

Barclays current 106226 Street Cleaner and cover Eye Gardens

 32 26.04.201
7

Barclays current 106227 Admin other SALC 
affiliiation

SALC

 105 10.05.201
7

Barclays current 106228 Gas CNG

 23 04.05.201
7

Direct Debit  Phone O2

 62 01.05.201
7

Barclays current 106229 Grass and hedge cutting TOP Garden Services

 73 01.05.201
7

Barclays current 106229 Grass cutting Pocket 
Park

TOP Garden Services

 71 30.4.2017 Barclays current 106230 Public toilet sundries Eye Handyman

 20 30.04.201
7

Barclays current 106230 Office costs Eye Handyman

 22 16.04.201
7

Barclays current 106231 IT Support Echo Internet Ltd

 101 20.04.201
7

Barclays current 106232 Equipment Go West

 147 25.04.201
7

Barclays current 106233 Allotment registration Winckworth Sherwood

 148 25.04.201
7

Barclays current 106233 Maint Churchyard wall Winckworth Sherwood

 
82 24.04.201

7
Barclays current 106234

Fire Extinguisher Safety The Fire Extinguisher Man

 87
27.04.201
7

Barclays current 106235
Equipment maint J Gould

 142 11.04.201
7

Direct Debit  Broadband ZEN

 51 11.05.201
7

Direct Debit  Street light loan 
repayment

Public Works Loan

 156
28.04.201
7 Barclays current

106236 Roof and Toilet refurb 
fees Castons

 146 05.05.201
7

Barclays current 106237 Uniforms M Ford

 144 02.05.201
7

Barclays current 106238 Equipment and supplies N Ford

 43 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106239 Street Cleaner and cover S Kaye

 68 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106240 Salary of public toilet 
cleaner

K Rouse

 68 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106241 Salary of public toilet 
cleaner

D Rouse

 80 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106242 Caretaker wages S Smith

 145 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106243 Project co-ordinator 
salary

A Robinson

 145 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106244 Project co-ordinator 
salary

HMRC

 25 11.05.201
7

Barclays current 106245 Petty Cash misc Cash

 32 16.03.201
7

Barclays current 106246 Admin other SALC 
affiliiation

SALC

 85 05.05.201
7

Barclays current 106247 Cleaning and other 
materials

ESPO

 14 05.05.201
7

Barclays current 106248 Town Clerks salary R Barnett

 93 16.05.201
7

Barclays current 106248 Contingency/Misc R Barnett

 79 16.05.201
7

Barclays current 106249 General 
Repairs/Vandalism 
Skateboard Park

A.L Engineering & Sons

 21 16.05.201
7

Barclays current 106250 IT Equipment and Scribe 
Software

Hallmaster - Cotness Associates

       


