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MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF EYE TOWN COUNCIL held in Eye Town Hall, on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs. Brandon (Mayor), Walker, Smith, Salter, Ager, Gatherer, Rangecroft (Deputy Mayor), Brayley-Neale, Lewis, Hunt, Ahearne and Woodley.  
Also present: Town Clerk, 4 member(s) of the public and Dist. Cllr Lucy Elkin, and Cty. Cllr Henry Lloyd
Mayor Brandon welcomed all those present.
[bookmark: _Hlk198139496]PART A
09/2025-01 Apologies and approval of absence(s) 
Cllr. Foulger gave apologies - Accepted
Cllr. Crispin gave apologies - Accepted

09/2025-02 Members’ Declarations of local Interests and Consideration of Requests for Dispensations
Cllr. Salter declared an interest due to payment for The Handyman.

09/2025-03 Public Forum
a. County Councillor Report – Cllr. Henry Lloyd
Cty. Cllr. Lloyd went through his report (full version on the minutes)
Since the report was received the LGR and Devolution submission for the County Council had been submitted.
b. District Councillor Report – Cllr. Lucy Elkin
Dist. Cllr. Elkin went through her report (full version on the minutes)
Since the report was received the LGR and Devolution submission for the District Council had been submitted.
c. Members of the Public – to receive questions and matters of concern from those present.
No public questions.
	Meeting closed for public participation.  Formal Council statutory business as follows: -
09/2025-04 To receive and confirm the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting on the 16th July 2025. 
The minutes were agreed. Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. In favour.
09/2025-05 To receive and comment on planning applications appeals and consideration of late
applications. 
a. DC/25/03714|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/00182 - Condition 3 (Timber Frame Repairs) and Condition 4 (New Floor Covering)|47 - 49 Church Street Eye Suffolk IP23 7BD
           Comments: No objection
b. DC/25/03698|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05641 - Conditions 12 (Land Contamination) and part discharge of 15 (Landscaping Scheme) for the no dig construction details only.|Site Of Former Paddock House Wellington Road Eye Suffolk
          Comments: No objection
c. DC/25/03621|Discharge of Conditions Application for 3653/15 - Condition 21 (Fire Hydrants)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye Suffolk
d. DC/25/03516|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05929 - Conditions 8 (Materials), 10 (ASHP Noise Assessment) and 14 (Solar PV Future proofing)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye Suffolk
e. DC/25/03442|Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for a Proposed use or development - Insertion of 3no. rooflights and removal of chimney|Fairfields Langton Green Eye Suffolk IP23 7HL
f. DC/25/03200|Householder Application - Proposed Single Storey Flat Roof Extension to Rear, Replacement Doors & Windows / Fenestration Alterations, Open Porch, Rendering of all Elevations, Conversion of Garage, Detached Double Cartlodge to Front, and Alteration of Driveway and Entrance Gates and Wing Walls.|Fairfields Langton Green Eye Suffolk IP23 7HL
g. DC/25/03941|Full Planning Application - Installation of a small scale Domestic 30 panel above ground solar pv array (non ground penetrating weighted tubs)|Orchard House Cocks Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7NT
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/  Search by the reference number.
09/2025-06 To receive and note Determinations received since the last meeting.
a. DC/25/03261|Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 yew reduce by 1/3 due to excessive shading and to slow root growth near main drain, T2 mixed native hedge - reduce to 4ft due to overhang and excess Shading|Hillhouse 2 Victoria Hill Eye Suffolk IP23 7BXRaise No Objection
b. DC/25/02947|Householder Application - Rendering of external walls and gables. Replacement of roof with new roof that will be raised by 500mm|30 Wellington Road Eye Suffolk IP23 7BEGranted
c. DC/25/02828|Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/22/04358 (Sports Hall) for the variation of Condition 14 (Non-licensed bat method statement including roost monitoring) to provide it prior to commencement above slab level.|Hartismere School Castleton Way Eye IP23 7BLGranted
d. DC/25/02790|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05929 - Condition 4 (Pedestrian and cycle connections) and 5 (Estate road and footpaths)|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye SuffolkRefused
e. DC/25/02657|Discharge of Conditions Application for 3563/15 - Part discharge of Conditions 16 (Waste Management) and 22 (Construction Management Plan) for Phase 2 only.|Land At Eye Airfield Castleton Way Eye SuffolkGranted
f. DC/25/03076|Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/04358 - Condition 5 (Construction Method Statement)|Hartismere School Castleton Way Eye Suffolk IP23 7BLGranted
Determinations noted.

09/2025-07 To receive any update or recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting.
There were none.
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09/2025-08 To receive any update or recommendations from the Environment Committee meeting. 
a. CCTV for the skatepark – follow on from Environment Committee on 2nd September 2025
Cllr. Smith commented that there were a couple of options for consideration:
1. Sell the equipment to the Community Centre
2. Donate the equipment to the Community Centre
3. Remove all the equipment owned by the Town Council to reuse elsewhere in the town
A discussion was held with members of the council going through each option. The overall decision was to remove the equipment. Cllr. Smith proposed that the equipment be removed and reused elsewhere, Cllr. Walker seconded, all in favour. To continue monitoring the skatepark a solar camera was to be bought and located if possible in Town Moors facing the skatepark only. 
b. Repairing both chapel roofs. Committee to make recommendation to full council for approval. The council approved the quote for £22,000 which covered both chapel roofs this was the money reasonable quote which accommodated the works required. Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Walker seconded. All in favour.
c. INFORMATION ONLY – A grant from MSDC approved to purchase 10 new benches for the cemetery. 
d. For information – works on the rose garden will take place this weekend. If any volunteers would like to help on Saturday 20th September and Sunday 21st September at 10am please feel free to attend.
e. Frank Davey has been in discussion with SCC regarding licences. Works will start in the next couple of weeks to rectify the drain issues at the cemetery entrance.  

09/2025-09 To receive any update or recommendations from the Finance and Governance Committee meeting.
a. Review and recommend any changes for a policy: Risk Management/Assessment.
Cllr. Rangecroft clarified the changes proposed, the document was approved.  
b. Request from the Eye Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for £5000 spread over the next couple of years for a consultant from ACOM to complete the review. Cllr. Salter proposed and Cllr. Smith seconded, all in favour.

09/2025-11 To receive any update or recommendations from the Town Hall and Events Committee meeting.
a. VJ Day update
b. Heritage Open Days 2025
c. Remembrance Sunday 2025 (9th November)
d. Late night shopping 2025 (5th December)
e. BS mentioned that a local business had expressed an interest in doing the internal decorating of the Town Hall within £2000. 

[bookmark: _Hlk3792084]09/2025-12 To receive and confirm the following Financial Matters:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk524598654] To receive and note the current bank balances. Noted.
b.  To receive and approve invoices presented for payment for Sept 2025. Noted.
c.  To note payment of Staff Salaries for July 2025 by bank transfer payable on the 15th Sept 2025.
d.  Reserves report. Noted.

09/2025-13 To consider or note items of correspondence not already circulated
There were none.

09/2025-14 Under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press are excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 3 of Schedule 12A of the Act.





PART B - IN CAMERA

09/2025-15 Follow up from Persimmon meeting held on 11th September 2025
Cllr. Brandon explained to the councillors who hadn’t been at the meeting or the recent planning meeting that two options were being proposed by Persimmon plan a and plan b (maps were made available for review). Plan b was the preferred option by the council. Cllr. Brandon proposed and Cllr. Ager seconded. All in favour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk3792219]09/2025-16 Date of next meeting Wednesday 15th October 2025.

09/2025-17 Meeting closed at 20.25



Signed by Chair:……………………………………..    Date:………………………………..





















Appendix 1
Parish & County Reports
September County Report
Millions of records dating back to 1538 will be available online for the first time, with more additional local-interest records to follow. And more...
Sep 01, 2025
From Parish Pews to Pixels
More than 400 years of the county’s rich historical heritage will be at your fingertips from 8 August. Millions of records dating back to 1538 will be available online for the first time, with more additional local-interest records to follow.
Records digitised include full-colour, high-quality digital images of parish registers from across the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. They include key historical moments like the 1776 baptism of the artist John Constable and the 1846 burial of abolitionist Thomas Clarkson.
Until now, these baptism, marriage, confirmation, and burial records were only available on microfiche or in-person. Access will be free at The Hold in Ipswich – the home of Suffolk Archives and at Suffolk Community Libraries. Viewing from home will require an Ancestry subscription. Royalties will be used to support archive services.
The project has helped preserve fragile historic documents by reducing wear and tear. Suffolk Archives were also able to carry out conservation checks during the scanning process.
Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality said:
“This project is a fantastic step forward in making Suffolk’s rich history more accessible. Whether you're overseas, have mobility challenges, or simply prefer to research from home, these records are now just a click away.

“By digitising these documents, we’re not only preserving them for future generations but also helping people reconnect with their heritage. I hope this sparks even more interest in the stories held by Suffolk Archives.”
Ancestry is known for its expertise in digitising genealogical records and its global reach, processing over one billion searches monthly. It’s successfully partnered with numerous UK local authority archives over the past 15 years.
Simon Pearce, family history expert at Ancestry said:
“Ancestry’s digitised collections now exceed 65billion records, meaning the possibilities to research ancestors around the globe continue to expand. Collections such as this important set of records from Suffolk will help us discover more information about the key events in our ancestors' lives and help to fill in the gaps in many family trees with connections to Suffolk. The collection is of huge importance to both the community in Suffolk and people with connections back to this county scattered all over the UK and the globe.”
Gary Peverley, Diocesan Secretary, Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich said:
“I am delighted that Suffolk’s parish registers and transcripts have been professionally digitalised with Ancestry. Suffolk Archives is the official record office for the diocese, and they store a huge amount of material. This service makes it easier to draw on the archives and ensure they are readily available to everyone.”
There will be online and in-person how-to use Ancestry beginner sessions following the launch. These will be bookable online at www.suffolkarchives.co.uk

New council boundary proposals mean 3 councils, 3 sets of salaries and the same old story for Suffolk
· District and borough councils’ new boundary proposals criticised as costly and unworkable
· Creating 3 new councils in Suffolk would lead to increased costs and carry safeguarding risks
· One new unitary council for Suffolk is best for county
The proposed map comes following repeated calls from Suffolk County Council for clarity on how their suggested 3-council model will be formed. The map is essential information for Suffolk residents to ensure they fully understand the proposals being put forward.

Under their suggested boundaries, Ipswich would form a unitary council with Hadleigh, Kesgrave and Felixstowe (known as South Suffolk); Bury St Edmunds would be grouped with Sudbury, Haverhill, Newmarket and Brandon (known as West Suffolk) and Lowestoft would find itself with Woodbridge, Eye and Stowmarket (known as East Suffolk).
Alongside the map, the districts and borough have not released any information of what impact these proposed boundaries would have on council tax rates – with Ipswich residents currently paying the highest rate of district or borough council tax in the whole country.
Cllr Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and NSIPs, said:
“We have been asking the district councils for their proposed council boundaries since March. Given what they’ve released today, I can see why they’ve kept them secret for so long. Their proposals are chaotic, confusing, and ultimately unworkable. They will mean higher council tax across the county, but particularly in places like Felixstowe, Hadleigh, Kesgrave the villages south of Ipswich and the Shotley peninsula, more money spent on senior staff and administration and less money going on frontline local services in Suffolk.
“The financial figures that the districts and borough are putting forward are optimistic to the point of being dangerous. We must never lose sight of the fact that the key care services we deliver support some of the most vulnerable people in our community. Spurious assumptions to support an argument to protect their perceived political fiefdoms have no place in this debate.

“Breaking up key expensive care services, that are currently delivered county wide, won’t just cost more as they employ new senior teams, it will put the most vulnerable in our community at risk. They will create a postcode lottery for care, drive up costs and create boundaries where they don’t currently exist.
“The districts and borough have finally given into pressure to publish their plans, but what they have brought forward just means three sets of salaries and the same old story from local government. I remain as convinced as ever that One Suffolk is the only solution with the best interest of Suffolk’s residents at its heart.”
Residents are being encouraged to have their say on the future of councils and public services in Suffolk by completing Suffolk County Council’s survey. You can also complete the survey by visiting a Community Library or by calling 0345 603 1842. The survey takes about 10 minutes to complete.
Responses will inform the One Suffolk business case, which will be submitted to Government in September.

Guide published to support developers in Suffolk
Suffolk County Council has updated its “Developers Guide to Infrastructure Contributions in Suffolk”, following a consultation over the summer.
It has been updated and redesigned in line with the feedback and takes account of legislative and policy changes.
The guide is there to support developers appreciate the myriad ways which a new project will affect local communities and its financial implications on local authorities.
Councillor Chris Chambers, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste
The guide sets out what developers should consider, including financial contributions, to help reduce the impact of new projects on communities and the county council.
For example, new housing would have a knock-on effect on things like the local environment, education, waste services, local amenities, highways, and flooding, and therefore cost implications for local authorities.
Councillor Chris Chambers, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste, said:
“When a major planning application is proposed, it will have an impact on local infrastructure, services that local authorities provide, and associated costs.
“The government’s National Planning Policy Framework outlines that developers will financially support local authorities, allowing infrastructure to support the new project and allow for growth.
“We have been regularly updating our guide since it was originally published in 2011. It’s there to support developers appreciate the myriad ways which a new project will affect local communities and its financial implications on local authorities.”
The “Developers Guide to Infrastructure Contributions in Suffolk” can be found on the Suffolk County Council website.

Council remains opposed to pylon project, as application submitted
Primarily, the county council maintains that offshore and undergrounding solutions should be priorities for the scheme, not 114 miles of pylons cutting through countryside, sensitive landscapes and communities in Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex.
Previously, SCC has formally and strongly requested that National Grid pauses the Norwich to Tilbury proposals, to allow for effective consideration of offshore alternatives.
“When the full details of National Grid’s application are published next month, we hope they reflect many of the concerns raised by us, and local communities, from consultations and discussions.”
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and NSIPs
The application for the Development Consent Order - essentially planning permission - was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) by National Grid on Friday 29 August.
PINS has 28 days to determine whether or not to accept the application. Should it be accepted, full details of the project will then be published, with the six-month Examination period likely to begin in early 2026. If consent was then granted, construction could begin in 2027.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and NSIPs, said:
“In its current guise, the Norwich to Tilbury pylon project is not suitable. The less damaging alternatives, such as offshore transmission or high voltage direct current undergrounding, have never been fully considered.
“Such a significant and impactful project should not be determined simply for being the cheapest and fastest solution. The Hiorns Report concluded that proposals were premature and would not be needed until the mid-2030s.
“When the full details of National Grid’s application are published next month, we hope they reflect many of the concerns raised by us, and local communities, from consultations and discussions. We have highlighted the need for numerous local mitigations, issues around airfields, construction traffic, public rights of way, removal of existing pylon lines, the list goes on.
“For example, we consider there to be a robust case for undergrounding where the line crosses the Waveney Valley – only to be told earlier this year, that this was not going to happen, and that was that without any alternative mitigation proposed.”
Suffolk County Council’s response to previous consultations for the Norwich to Tilbury project can be found at suffolk.gov.uk




Appendix 2
Parish & District report
Mid Suffolk District Council Report for Eye Ward – September 2025
Includes Eye, Occold and Redlingfield 

	Local government reform – business case for three unitaries proposed
	In September, Suffolk’s District and Borough Councils published detailed proposals for three new unitary councils. These plans have been developed in response to the government’s decision last year to replace all ‘two-tier’ councils with single ‘unitary’ councils. 

The three proposed councils would each serve a local area – Western, Central and Eastern, and Southern. (The County Council is proposing one unitary, covering all of Suffolk.) 

Two public sessions about the changes were held in September, one in Stowmarket and one in Eye. The District and Borough Councils will now review these plans at upcoming meetings. If approved, the proposal will be submitted to the Government in September.  The government will then review both sets of proposals (for three unitaries, or one), and is expected to make a decision next spring. 

Further information, including the full case for change,  proposed maps, and a timeline, can be found at: https://threecouncilsforsuffolk.org/ 


	The Tour visits Eye
	The UK’s largest professional cycle race visited Mid Suffolk on 3rd September. The second stage of the Mens’ Tour of Britain started and finished in Stowmarket, as well as visiting other parts of the district, including Eye and Occold. 

	New electrical recycling bin in Eye
	Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils have installed new recycling bins for electrical items in a number of locations throughout the District – including Buckshorn Lane car park in Eye. Residents can now more easily recycle things like broken coffee machines, kettles, mobile phones, tablets. 

	Temporary emergency housing
	Mid Suffolk Cabinet has agreed to invest in 30 new properties in the district to be used for temporary emergency accommodation.  To be eligible to be accommodated someone must be legally homeless, meet all the necessary immigration and residence conditions, and have a priority need for housing.  This investment will reduce the Council’s reliance on B&B accommodation, and will save revenue in the long term.

	Improvements to the Pennings in Eye
	· A ‘no overnight parking’ sign has been placed in the Pennings carpark, in response to requests by the Town Council and some residents. 
· The worn-out benches have been replaced at several locations. 

	Grants for Mid Suffolk town centres 
	Mid Suffolk District Council has launched a grant fund to assist high street businesses to improve their shop fronts, through measures such as improved lighting or signage. More information and application guidelines can be found here: 
https://heartofsuffolk.co.uk/invest/business-support/grants-and-funding/mid-suffolk-town-centre-shopfront-scheme/

It was also great to see the launch of the Love Eye project in support of the town’s highstreet in September, with initial grant funding from Mid Suffolk. 

	Other grants 
	A range of other grants are available to community groups and organisations. For more information please see: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding 

You can also email BMSDCgrants@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk for advice on grant funding options.




Cllr Lucy Elkin 	lucy.elkin@midsuffolk.gov.uk  or 07928 512590     
For updates: 	www.facebook.com/CllrLucy 
Mid Suffolk District Council services: see www.midsuffolk.gov.uk, phone 0300 123 4000, or drop in to see Council staff at Eye Library, every Friday 9.30-12pm – no appointment needed
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